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meeting-omitted-some-pages: That the Board accept for filing with the Board’s minutes the full
FTA opinion, as the copy submitted at the May 15, 2008. meeting omitted some pages.

BACKGROUND:

On May 7 15, 2008, the Board of County Commissioners voted not to appeal the decision of the
FTA on Docket Number 2007-13. A complaint was filed by Beach Boy Trolley August 29,
2007, alleging the County violated FTA charter service regulations by entering into an agreement
with Winterfest of Pensacola to lease vehicles. It was alleged that the County should not have
found that Winterfest was “willing and able” to operate a charter service. Also the complaint
claimed Winterfest was an agent of the County, and thus the County was illegally conspiring to
create an illegal charter brokerage.

The FTA found that the County and Winterfest did not conspire to violate the FTA's charter
provisions. However, the initial determination by Escambia County Area Transit, acting as the
County, that Winterfest was a “willing and able” charter provider was made in error. The FTA
found that the County should have known that Winterfest did not have a vehicle for use as a
trolley, and also lacked a corresponding DOT numbser to act as a charter operator.

Despite this finding, no penalty was levied, as the FTA did not find a pattern of violations on the
part of the County. No impact on past, present or future funding from FTA will result from this
decision, and this was confirmed by FTA's Counsel. As Winterfest is now also a charter provider
under the FTA guidelines, the County should not take any action that would favor one charter
operator over another.
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